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Editors’ Note

Budget Tracking initiative 
training “an eye opener.”
“This training has opened our eyes and made 
us more aware of how we can better access 
our development grants…we have been 
fooled enough by our leaders, now we know 
how to get them to fast track development in 
our area, they cannot hide anymore be-
cause we know if they are lying or not” said 
Natasha Maino, a local womans representa-
tive from Veifa’a village in the Mekeo district 
after Consultative Implementation and Moni-
toring Council’s (CIMC) third (3rd) Budget 
Tracking Initiative (BTI) training.

The BTI is a pilot project training which is 
aimed at equipping Local Level Government 
and Community leaders in understanding the 
basic elements of the systems, structures and 
processes of how development grants are 
made available used and reported on. 

The project began 2010 in the Sohe, Oro 
Province, and then moved on to Gazelle in 
the East New Britain Province. The Sohe 
training resulted in the team establishing a 
“Community Monitoring Group” that has 
been monitoring government projects in the 
province, especially providing public aware-
ness to the community. At the end of the Ga-
zelle training, a template of a “Report Card” 
was introduced that participants could use to 
report on their government projects. 

The training is part of the CIMC’s follow up 
from its Regional and National Development 
Forum recommendations on dissemination 
of information and awareness. More training 
will be conducted in other districts throughout 
the country depending on the budget process.

The Angabanga Bridge collapsed during the BTI Training at Veifa’a village, Mekeo Dis-
trict. CIMC offi cers had to walk across wooden planks to get to awaiting vehicle to take 
them back to Port Moresby after the Training. A timely reminder of infrastructure that 
needs immediate maintenance.  Picture by CIMC Media. 

Firstly I would like to apologize for 
the delay of our fi rst issue but look 
forward to bringing to you three (3) 
more issues this year. A lot has hap-
pened in a space of six (6) months 
but we have managed to capture the 
main events in this 4-page editi on.
In this fi rst editi on we give you a 
glimpse of what’s expected of the 
four (4) regional forums and what to 
look out for in the Nati onal Develop-
ment Forum since this year’s theme 
for the Regional Development Forums 
(RDF) is “Accessing to Quality Health 
& Educati on Services”  
The fi rst RDF was hosted in Mad-
ang’s Divine Word University for the 
Momase Region in April and had a 
turnout of about 200 people in the 
2 days. Also the Budget Tracking 
Training has proven successful in 
places that have hosted the train-
ing and growing demand has proven 
the importance of the training to all 
Local Level Government stake holders 
around the country.
We will bring you more stories on the 
diff erent sectoral committ ee meet-
ings as well rest of the RDF’s in the 
next editi ons.
2012 is also a very important year for 
all Papua New Guineans as eligible 
voters take to the poll and elect lead-
ers who they hope to bring bett er 
development and services to them.
For now please enjoy our fi rst editi on.
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that this year; the CIMC does convene the Council 
meetings to continue to drive this dialogue. 
The Review of CIMC
It is timely that the Department of National Plan-
ning and Monitoring has initiated the review of 
CIMC. We are anticipating that it will be con-
ducted sometime in the middle of this year. The 
aim of this as per announcements made at the last 
regional development forums by Hon. Sam Basil, 
Minister for National Planning and CIMC Chair-
man and Dr. Peter Kora, Secretary for the Depart-
ment of National Planning, is to make the CIMC 
process and its functions more effective. Particu-
larly reviewing its structure, operations and how 
it could contribute effectively to government de-
cision making processes. We look forward to the 
review outcome and hope that it will add value to 
the consultative processes between government 
and non state actors in the country.
We appreciate very much the government for its 
continued support in funding the operations of the 
CIMC through the Department of National Plan-
ning. Likewise, we appreciate and acknowledge 
AusAID for its ongoing financial support and 
commitment as well as contributions from other 
development partners for specific programs.
CIMC Annual Regional and National Develop-
ment Forums
The annual development forums are avenues 
where stakeholders from all aspects of society are 
invited to discuss on development issues affecting 
their lives. It therefore serves as a useful tool to:
• Educate participants on issues and updates on 
policy development and implementation as well 
as a focal point for direct engagement among all 
stakeholders. For example, a rural health worker 
from a most remote part of the country being in-
vited to participate and meeting his/her National 
Department Secretary for the first time means the 
world to the rural health worker.
• Test opinions on issues affecting the lives of 
citizens. This is where the government can make 
use of the CIMC process to obtain feedback for 
designing or reconsidering existing and or new 
policies and initiatives. For example, key mes-
sages coming from the participants of the 2012 
Highlands Regional Development Forum on the 
current Free Education Policy was that while they 
are happy with the idea, there is a critical shortage 
on the number of teachers and classrooms avail-
able to cater for the increasing number of students 
enrolling. Adding to this is that, over aged people 
are also enrolled. There is also lack of educational 
materials. On the other hand, while schools are 
free, school aged children are not in school for 
some reason. Therefore, this indicates that there is 
more room for improvement to be successful.
• Get authorities out in the open to explain their 
positions and the roles and functions of the offices 
they manage. This is a unique opportunity for gov-
ernment agencies to explain to the citizens what 
their roles are and how they develop and imple-
ment policies to provide services to citizens. This 
makes the participants understand at the same time 
provide suggestions for improvement.
2012 Development Forums
The theme for this year is “How to improve acces-
sibility to Quality health and education services”. 
This was chosen to discuss with regional partici-
pants of the forums and the public on how best the 
recently announced free education and healthcare 
policies can be implemented successfully so that 
all our citizens including the marginalised, like 
people with disabilities, women and children, as 
well as the elderly to access quality health and edu-
cation services.
The Momase and Highlands Regional Develop-

Dear All,
It is our pleasure to present to you the first edition 
of the CIMC Quarterly Newsletter for 2012.
It is our aim to educate, inform, share, and up-
date anyone who has an interest in the work of 
the CIMC, especially our wider stakeholders and 
networks. We also encourage information as well 
as feedback from them on the various programs 
we execute in maintaining our role “facilitation of 
an ongoing broad based consultative process to 
directly influence public policy development and 
implementation for the long term development of 
Papua new Guinea”.
Before I continue, I wish to acknowledge the for-
mer Executive Officer, Mrs. Marjorie Andrew for 
her invaluable contribution to the work of CIMC 
during her term in office until early November, 
2011. We wish her best of luck in her future en-
deavours.
CIMC COUNCIL Meetings
The CIMC usually aims to hold at least three 
Council meetings every year. This is the highest 
consultative body of the CIMC which is chaired 
by the Minister for National Planning and Rural 
Development. Since late 2008, the CIMC did not 
organise any meetings of the Council to endorse 
its annual workplans and also deliberate on issues 
of concern from the non-state actors (private sector 
and Non-government organisations). CIMC, as a 
result, had operated in a vacuum and it is not satis-
factory. While we believe that this was due to con-
stant ministerial and departmental head changes in 
the Planning Ministry and Department, we still be-
lieve this is an indication on the interest of govern-
ment in engaging with key private sector bodies 
and non-government organisations (NGOs) on is-
sues the CIMC has been working on. Effective en-
gagement and fostering of collaborations can only 
happen when government recognises non-state 
actors as partners in development. The National 
Department of Planning and Monitoring has put 
in place a Policy Framework for Partnership with 
Non-government Organisations and the Public 
Private Partnership Initiative are policy pathways 
on how to effectively engage and involve private 
sector and civil society. Likewise, it is good also 
to note that the National Working Group on Busi-
ness Impediments Committee has been meeting 
actively with a committed chairman, the Chief 
Secretary to Government, Mr. Manasupe Zuren-
uoc to discuss and initiate strategies to address key 
issues affecting the private sector. Likewise, the 
CIMC process is one vehicle that can contribute to 
promoting effective engagement and collaboration 
among all stakeholders of development and hope 

ment Forums have been conducted with senior of-
ficials of national departments, regional, provincial 
and districts in attendance as well as civil society, 
development partners, and private providers in the 
health and education areas. Most have reflected 
that the forums have provided them the opportu-
nity to share success stories as well as having their 
voices heard through directly engaging with and 
among government officials.
The New Guinea Islands Regional Development 
Forum (RDF) was held in Kimbe on the 7 – 8 June 
at the Kimbe Catholic Diocese Hall. The last of the 
regional forums is the Papua RDF and it will be 
conducted on 1 – 2 August 2012. To sum all the 
RDFs for 2012, the National Development Forum 
is planned for 22 – 24 August 2012. 
Apart from the development forums, the CIMC 
also has sectoral committees and subcommittees 
it facilitates to promote collaborative efforts to ad-
dressing issues on public policy development and 
implementation. 
On the 24-25 May, the CIMC Agriculture Sectoral 
Committee will be hosting a National Agriculture 
Conference at the National Agriculture Research 
Institute (NARI) in Lae, Morobe Province. The 
aim of this is to tell the world that the Agriculture 
sector continues to be the back bone of this coun-
try, with more than 85 percent relying on rural ag-
riculture. With the changing PNG economy, what 
is in store for the sector? There are issues that are 
of particular significance, like Land issues as it be-
ing the key to agriculture development. Of course, 
also with the appreciation of Kina, our farmers are 
losing in export earnings so where do we strike a 
balance with all these happening? These are some 
of the key issues that we hope will be discussed at 
the Conference to develop a way forward to sup-
port Agriculture.
CIMC – FSVAC is planning to conduct ‘Training 
of Trainers’ workshop in June this year on gender 
by facilitators from Fiji Crisis Centre and Austra-
lian National University. This is to train our train-
ers here in PNG to educate and make awareness on 
gender and related issues to our communities.
Certainly there are many other issues that the pub-
lic would want to see addressed. We hope to keep 
our interested readers informed of the events at the 
CIMC through these newsletters which we try to 
publish every quarter of the year or in our website 
which is www.inapng.com. Throughout the news-
letter, you will see articles and summaries of the 
key issues and programs our sectoral committees 
and subcommittees have been working on. It also 
features special events for our stakeholders to be 
aware, such as, details of the 2012 regional and 
national development forums. We are also creat-
ing a Webpage for the CIMC instead of what we 
have above in which our most updated informa-
tion relating to special events and work would be 
uploaded and published. 

We welcome your feedback and would like to hear 
what you think of the newsletter as well as the 
work of the CIMC. This would assist us in improv-
ing our future publications as well as improving 
the way we do our work at the CIMC Secretariat. 
We welcome any special updates or articles that 
are related to the work of CIMC that you wish us 
to publish in our future newsletters. Please send 
all your feedback and correspondence to Bonnie.
Abola@cimcpng.org.
We thank you for your interest and continued sup-
port to the CIMC. Until then, we look forward to 
your feedback.

Wallis Yakam
Executive Officer, CIMC

Executive
Officer’s
desk...
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The Department of Treasury 
has revealed that a total of 
K74, 347 527 million has 
been allocated for Agriculture 
in the 2012 National 
Budget. This is according 
to a presentation done by 
the Department during a 
recent CIMC (Consultative 
Implementation & 
Monitoring Council) 
Agriculture Sectoral 
Committee meeting at Ela 
Beach Hotel.
A further K20573.20 was 
for provincial grants.
Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury Department under the GEP Ms Rhonny 
Lakau, told committee members that agriculture 
was the principal economic activity in Papua New 
Guinea and accounted for 22% of exports in the 
first quarter of 2011 and has contributed to 17% of 
total exports within the last ten (10) years.
Allocations to the Department and Agencies 
include Agriculture & Livestock (K14, 587,175m), 
Kokonas Industry Corporation (K1, 040m), 
Coastal Fisheries Development Authority (K2, 
472,496) Cocoa Coconut Institute (K6315m), 
Fresh Produce Development Authority (K5,586m), 
Coffee Industry Corporation (K2,184m), PNG 

National Forest Authority (K28,912m), National 
Agriculture Research Institute (K9,092), and  
National Agriculture Quarantine & Inspection 
Authority (K4158.856m)
Also in 2008, the Government made a commitment 
of K100 million to the Agriculture Sector through 
National Agriculture Development Program for 
the next 10 years. 
The meeting was also attended by various 
stakeholders; from the private sector such as New 
Britain Palm Oil to NGO’s, Donors, PNG Poultry 
Industry, and PNG Palm Oil Council.

The National Informal 
Economy Policy 2011-2015 
which was launched on the 
24th of February 2011 at the 
Holiday Inn, Port Moresby, is 
a product of extensive research 
and wide consultation between 
key stakeholders from the 
government, civil society and 
the private sector. The need to 
develop the policy came about on 
the back of the enactment of the 
Informal Sector Development 
and Control Act 2004. This was 
an initiative by the Minister 
for Community Development, 
Honorable Dame Carol Kidu 
to protect the interest of the 
participants of the Informal Economy many 
of whom consists of women and unemployed 
youths. It was intended that this policy will 
put flesh on the bones of the existing Informal 
Sector Act and guide the government and 
the stakeholders in the administration of the 
Act as well as promotion of this part of the 
economy. The rationale are numerous but the 
two (2) most important points that needs to be 
mentioned here are that firstly, the informal 
economy is here to stay and no democratic 
government can suppress it. Secondly, it is 
driven by market forces. 

The 2011-2015 will become 
one of the key policies to 
implement the dreams and 
aspirations  of  important 
policy  initiatives such 
as the Vision 2050, the 
Development Strategic 
Plan, the Medium Term 
Development Strategy, 
the National Urbanization 
Policy, Integrated 
Community Development 
Policy, Small Medium 
Enterprise Policy, 
Draft National Poverty 
Reduction Strategy, 
National Agricultural 
Development Plan and 

of course the UN Millennium Development 
Goals. A workshop was held recently to work 
out the implementation strategies.The outcome 
was to set two sub-committees to oversee the 
implementation. They are Financial Inclusion 
and Public Goods and Services. The Terms 
of Reference for the two (2) sub-committees 
were also discussed and developed. A national 
consultation workshop on the review of the 
Informal Sector Development and Control Act 
2004 is planned to be undertaken in the month 
of October or November.

National Informal
Economy Policy launch

Police gearing up 
for Elections
Election preparations are going well, CS, Police 
and the PNG Defense Force are gearing up for 
it” says Deputy Police Commissioner, Simon 
Kauba when asked about the status of armed 
forces preparations during a recent CIMC Law 
and Order Sectoral Committee.
He told the committee that the operations 
would concentrate on the two specific areas, the 
Highlands and the rest of PNG. A large number 
of Policemen would be deployed into the high-
lands and Police parades have started. The aim 
of the parades is to intimidate and discourage 
possible ‘trouble- makers’ during the elections.
He also said three (3) different polling booths 
will be set up by polling officials at polling 
areas; one for men, women and one for Persons 
with Disabilities. This is to make sure that vul-
nerable people have a chance to vote without 
pressure from their male counterparts, which is 
normal practice especially during the elections.
He also revealed that the Government gave K20 
million less than the sufficient budget allocated 
for Police operations during the election opera-
tions. So he and his men have to work within 
the budget whilst awaiting the rest of the fund-
ing from the Government. The Committee’s 
chairman John Toguata then asked him about 
the Police capacity to handle illegal firearms 
during the election. The Deputy Commissioner 
assured the committee that his men were more 
prepared than previous elections.  He reiterated 
that Police were making a ‘big show’ in Lae be-
fore heading up to the Highlands so as to show 
the Public the strength of the Police.
Mr Kauba is also calling on NGO’s, churches, 
and others to participate in elections awareness.
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Madang was the host town 
for the Momase Regional 
Development forum – a yearly 
Consultative Implementation 
and Monitoring Council’s 
(CIMC) event that kick started 
in early April.
Despite a slow start to numbers 
attending at Divine Word 
University’s SVD Auditorium 
the forum numbers rose as the 
day proceeded with speakers 
such as the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Offi cer of the National 
Economic & Fiscal Commission 
Mr Nao Badu and Divine Word 
University’s President Fr Jan 
Czuba giving thought provoking 
and eye-opening presentations 
that got the audience and public 
raising a lot of questions and 
recommendations during and 
after the forum.
Fr Jan presented on PNG 
Academic and Research 

Madang hosts first CIMC Regional 
Development Forum

Provinces improve on spending

Network (PNG-ARNet) 
drawing from the experience 
with Divine Word University 
and its amalgamated colleges 
across the country. 
He said PNG was a very diverse 
and rugged country and needed 
a  scientifi c and technological 
innovative approach to 
improving and enhancing 
human development in PNG.
He talked about the use 
of Broadband internet via 
satellite technology and how 
he has harnessed this and 
has signifi cantly improved 
educational institutions within 
the Momase region that are 
amalgamated with the Divine 
Word University.
The next region will be the 
Highlands, where the forum 
will be held at the Mt Wilhem 
Tourist Hotel from the 10th – 11th 
May, 2012.

AMID the doom and gloom, there 
is some good news and that is that 
there has been some improvement 
in the manner in which provinces 
are spending their money.
This is word from the Chairman 
and Chief Executive Offi cer of 
the National Economic and Fiscal 
Commission Mr. Nao Badu.
Mr. Nao Badu said over the six 
years the NEFC had been moni-
toring spending by the provincial 
and local level government of 
their national grants, it was fair 
to say that there had been some 
improvement.
He said funding from govern-
ment to the provinces had in-
creased adding that the fi scal 
capacity of the six lowest funded 
provinces including Simbu, Oro, 
East Sepik, Milne Bay, Manus 
and Sandaun went from an aver-
age 340 percent in 2008 to 48per-
cent in 2010.
Mr Badu said the education sector 
recurrent spending in education 
had increased by K5 million with 
most provinces (12) spending 
more in 2010 and some spending 
signifi cant amounts.

He said while spending had in-
creased in kina in 2 010 that the 
costs had also increased even 
more.
He said for the Health Sector 
2010 again saw a positive change 
in health spending with overall 
spending increasing by a further 
K9 million.
He said most lower and medium 
funded provinces showed signifi -
cant i ncreases in their spending 
on the sector for the second con-
secutive year.
Mr Badu said pending from 
Health Support Improvement 
Program remained strong and re-
mained a key source of funds for 
many provinces.
He said the increased grants had 

Even though only a handful of journalist turned up 
at the CIMC’s media workshop in March. 
Those that did attend became more aware of 
CIMC’s role in bringing together people in all 
levels of societies to have an input in infl uencing 
policies. The main aim of the workshop was to 
to introduce the work of CIMC to the media so 
that they can be our strategic parties for promoting 
what CIMC does.

CIMC’s Media workshop
The committees including the Law & order, Infor-
mal Economy, Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es, Health & Education and the biggest sectoral 
committee Family and Sexual Violence Action 
Committee gave in-depth presentations of their 
roles and responsibilities which resulted in sev-
eral news articles popping up the next day in the 
2 dailies.

gone into the Gov ernment’s pri-
orities including basic education, 
rural health, transport infrastruc-
ture maintenance and primary 
production.
Mr Badu said overall spending 
levels remained fairly high and 
this was despite the poor timing 
of cash release from central agen-
cies.
We can be pleased that provinces 
sought to put the additional fund-
ing to good use.
“ Overall, the spending of the 
function grants in health, edu-
cation and infrastructure main-
tenance generally appeared in 
keeping with intention of grants 
notwithstanding in stances that 
were questionable or uncertain,” 
he said.
He said fi ve to six years ago for 
every K1 given, 80 toea had gone 
to administration while just 20 
toea on actual services.
He said with years of capacity 
building provinces had pulled up 
their socks and the health and
educational functional grants 
were now generally being spent 
on services.

Momase Regional Development 
Forum – Madang, 12-13th April

Highlands Regional Development 
Forum – Kundiawa, 10th – 11th 
May

National Agriculture
Conference 
– Lae, 24th -25 th May

New Guinea Islands
Regional Development Forum 
- Kimbe, 7th -8th June

Southern Regional Development 
Forum – Alotau, 1st – 2nd August

National Development Forum
Port Moresby, 22-24 August
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Agatha Pio, Assistant 
Communication Offi cer - 
FSVAC

Deane Woruba, 
Snr Project Offi cer - 
Agriculture & Natural 
Resources

Phoebe Aufa, Assistant 
Admin Offi cer - CIMC

Teine Korokoi, IT Offi cer - 
INA-CIMC

Family Seif Line
+675 72221234

Calling this number opens the door 
to Family and Sexual Violence 
Haven. It is free of charge and 
Protect Security will be there to 
assist you.


